
 

 
Waggener High School 

 
 

 

Waggener High Sports 
1961, 1st. Edition  

 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School Sports.  
Several alumni have helped by providing information for this sec-
tion along with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews and 
the Chit–Chat and a few from The Courier-Journal. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
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Waggener came close to winning state crown, by Bill Bowden 
 

In its first trip to the state Baseball tournament, Waggener came close to picking up all the marbles, only to lose a 1-0 heart-
breaker to Caverns in the finals last Thursday at Lexington. 
 

After defeating Mayfield Wednesday afternoon 4-0, and Newport Catholic Thursday 2-1, the Wildcats’ hopes for a state 
title were squelched in the bottom of the last inning by a stunning triple play by Caverns. 
 

Kenny Lewis was on the mound for Waggener in the finals, and he pitched well enough to win most games.  He gave up 
only two hits and one run, but Dennis Doyle hurled a one-hitter for Caverna.  Caverna got its one run in the fourth inning 
when Doyle walked and was brought home by Joe Campbell’s triple. 
 

In the last inning Waggener appeared to be close to victory when they got two men on with no outs.  Mike Patrick had sin-
gled for the Cats’ only hit and Bruce Martin drew a walk.  Then Steve Porter hit a fly ball to center field.  After the catch, 
Patrick tagged up and was put out at third for the second out.  Martin took off for second, hoping to get into scoring posi-
tion, but he was also thrown out. 
 

Waggener 4, Mayfield 0:  Kenny Lewis hurled a two-hitter to give the Cats their first victory in state play.  Tom Ryan was 
the big bat for Waggener doubling in Martin in the second and scoring on a passed ball in the fourth after a triple. 
 

In the fifth Lewis walked and was sacrificed to second by Donnie Stangler, Jim Lapsley reached base when the catcher 
dropped his third strike, and then Patrick’s sacrifice fly scored Lewis, Lapsley then scored on Butch Riley’s grounder. 
 

Waggener 2, Newport Catholic 1:  Newport Catholic, four time state champion, was the Cats’ semi-final victim. John 
Thompson threw a four-hitter and didn’t allow a Newport run until the last inning.                       
 

June 15, 1961 
 
 
 

Waggener Cats 13-7, by Richard Howington 
 

With only nine seconds remaining to be played, a sensational 60 yard pass and run play enabled Fairdale to defeat Wag-
gener 13-7, Friday afternoon in the football opener for both clubs. 
 

The winning pass, on a fourth down situation, was from Fairdale quarterback Pat Foster to halfback Charles Mudd. 
 

Mudd gave Waggener trouble all afternoon, as he scored both Fairdale touchdowns. The first one came midway through the 
first period on a 16-yard run around left end.  Don Brinley converted the extra point, and the score at the end of the first 
quarter was Fairdale 7, Waggener 0. 
 

A more determined Wildcat team came on the field for the second half.  They started a drive downfield that was stopped 
only on the one-yard when Biff Barnsfather of Fairdale recovered a Waggener fumble.  This drive was let by quarterback 
Gary McGaughey and halfback Joe Bloyd. 
 

In the fourth quarter Waggener’s Les Anderson intercepted a Fairdale lateral on the Bulldog 20 and drove to the 24-yard 
line.  A few plays later, Waggener finally hit Paydirt, McGaughey scored from the one-yard line on a quarterback sneak.  
Harold High ran the extra point and the score was tied, 7-7. 
 

Waggener had a chance to score again late in the fourth quarter when tackle Orbin Greene recovered a fumble on the Fair-
dale 31-yard line, but they couldn’t get started and lost the all on downs. 
 

The Bulldogs took over with little time remaining, and on the last play of the game Foster fired the game’s winning pass.  
Brinley’s extra point attempt was blocked, but the damage had already been done.  Waggener didn’t have a chance to get its 
hands on the ball again, and the final score was Fairdale 13, Waggener 7. 
 

Lack of experience proved costly to Waggener at times.  This year’s team is very young.  Six of the starters are sophomores 
and Waggener should have very good material for future games. 
 

Wildcat Coach Martin Deim thought the team played well as a whole, but singled out McGaughey, Bloyd, Spears, and 
Hutch Riley as doing particularly fine jobs. 
 

September 14, 1961 
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Atherton too much for Waggener Rebels, by Richard Howington, September 21, 1961 
 

The article is not readable. 
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Waggener loses to Butler, by Richard Howington 
 

Butler scored twice in the first quarter and spent the rest of the game repelling Waggener attempts on route to a 13-6 win at 
Butler Friday afternoon. 
 

The Bears’ two touchdowns were scored by Ronnie Pryor and Bill Lopez.  The first came only minutes after Butler had 
gotten its hands on the ball, and was the result of a 50-yard drive marked by end sweeps.  Quarterback, Jackie Robinson and 
Pryor both had runs of 15-20 yards to highlight the drive.  Pryor finally scored from the one-yard line.  Robinson’s place-
ment attempt was no good, the all striking the goal post. 
 

Butler’s second touchdown came soon after the first one on a 35-yard pass from Robinson to Lopez, who was in the end 
zone unguarded.  This time Robinson’s placement attempt was good, and the score at the end of the first quarter was 13-0 
Butler. 
 

In the second quarter both teams played mostly defense ball, neither one being able to muster up a drive.  At halftime the 
score was still Butler 13, Waggener 0. 
 

Waggener attempted more fight as it came on the field for the second half.  The Wildcats played a much better brand of 
defense ball, as is witnessed by the fact that they did not allow the Bears a single first down during that half.  The Cats 
scored midway in the third period, ending a 50-yard drive.  Quarterback Gary McGaughey, fullback Charles Freidman, and 
halfback Joe Bloyd carried most of the offensive load of the march.  McGaughey, finally plunged in from the one-yard line 
on a third down situation.  Les Anderson was rushed hard on his placement attempt, and the kick was no good.  The third 
quarter score stood Butler 13, Waggener 6. 
 

Waggener repeatedly threatened in the last quarter, getting to the ten-yard line and inside the 20 on separate occasions.  
Butler’s defense held each time, however, and the Cats were never able to push across another tally.  The final score of the 
game was Butler 13, Waggener 6. 
 

Waggener Coach Martin Deim did not have much to say favorably after the game, but pointed out linebacker tom Helfrich 
as doing a fine job defensively. 
 

The Wildcats face De Sales at Eastern Field tomorrow night at 8 o’clock.  Waggener's record is no 0-4-0.     
      October 5, 1961 
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Waggener gets first win, defeats PRP, by Richard Howington 
 

Waggener rolled to its first victory of the season with a 20 point second half as the Wildcats defeated the Panthers of Pleas-
ure Ridge Park. 
 

While the Wildcats dominated the second half the first was nip-and-tuck all the way.  A fired-up Pleasure Ridge team took 
Waggener’s opening kick-off and marched 63-yards for the first score of the game.  Panther backs Ernie Simcoe and H. B. 
Spencer spear-headed this drive.  Simcoe finally carried it over from the 12.  The kick for the extra point was good, but there 
was a 15-yard penalty against Pleasure Ridge Park for unnecessary roughness.  The Panthers tried again for the extra point, 
this time on a screen pass to Spencer from the 17-yard line.  This attempt was also good, but again there was a 15-yard pen-
alty on Pleasure Ridge.  The Panthers’ final try for the extra point, from the 32-yard line, was unsuccessful.  The score at the 
end of the first quarter was Pleasure Ridge 6, Waggener 0. 
 

In the second period Waggener drove all the way to the Pleasure Ridge goal line, where it was third down and inches to go 
for a touchdown.  The Panther line held, though, and Pleasure Ridge took over.  A couple of plays later it was Wagener’s 
ball again, as Ben Boone intercepted a Panther pass on the nine-yard line.  This time Waggener was not to be stopped.  Joey 
Bloyd finally rammed in from the two, tying the ball game.  Less Anderson’s conversion attempt was no good, and the score 
at half-time was 6-6. 
 

The wildcats really opened up in the third quarter.  Halfback Ben Boone took a hand-off from Gary McGraughey and fired a 
30-yard touchdown pass to Butch Riley.  This time Anderson’s placement was good, and for the first time in the game Wag-
gener led, 13-6.  Later in the third period, Bloyd got his second touchdown when he capped off a Wildcat drive with a 
plunge from the one-year line.  Anderson again kicked the extra point, at the end of the third period the score was 20-6, 
Waggener. 
 

Reserves played most of the final quarter for the Wildcats.  The Cats’ final tally came late in the period when John Robich 
carried the ball over from the six.  The game ended moments later, and Waggener possessed its first win of the season, a 26-
6 victory over Pleasure Ridge. 
 

Asked how he felt concerning his team’s victory, Wildcat Coach Martin grabbed the reporter by the shoulders, shook him 
and cried; “We won!” We won! We Won! 
 

Waggener’s record is now 1-6.  the Cats look for their second victory of the season tomorrow afternoon as they travel to 
Durrett for a game with the Demons at 1:30.                            October 26, 1961 
 
 
 

Waggener get by Durrett 14-13, by Richard Howington 
 

Waggener got its first win over Durrett varsity football competitor as the Wildcats squeezed by the Demons 14-13 in a hard-
fought game last Friday at Durrett. 
 

The game was close all the way.  Waggener scored first in the first period.  Wildcat fullback Mike Rodgers put the cap on a 
drive that was highlighted by his own line plunges when he slammed over from the two-yard line.  Waggener didn’t try to 
kick the extra point; instead, Rodgers ran the ball and the attempt was good.  The score at the end of the first quarter stood 
Waggener 7, Durrett 0. 
 

Durrett came right back in the second period to add a touchdown of their own.  A 48 yard touchdown pass from Garry 
Swiggum to Joe Hebel gave the Demons their first score. Waggener’s line rushed hard on the placement attempt for the ex-
tra point, and as a result the buried kick went wide.  This proved to be the difference in the game's score. 
 

Later, near the end of the first half Durrett marched deep into Wildcat territory.  Waggener's line stiffened, though and held 
the Demons until the clock ran out with Durrett in possession on the Cat three.  The halftime score was Waggener 7, Durrett 
6. 
 

Durrett went ahead for the first time in the game in the third quarter. 
 

The Demons’ second tally was much kike their first, as Swiggum tossed Hebel a forth-yard touchdown aerial.  This time 
Durrett passed for the extra point, Hebel was on the receiving end of a Joe La Monica pass and Durrett forged ahead 13-7. 
 

Later in the tiird quarter, Charles Friedman sparked a Waggener drive that ended in Paydirt.  Friedman finally carried it over 
from the one-yard line.  He followed up by running the extra point for the Cats, as Waggener went ahead to stay.  The third 
quarter score was 14-13, Waggener. 
 

Neither team scored in the lat period, but Durrett, did manage one good drive.  They got inside the Wildcat twenty, where 
the Demons had the ball and a first down.  Waggener tightened up defenses, though, and was able to take the ball over on 
downs.  The game ended with the score Waggener 14, Durrett 13. 
 

This was Waggener’s second win in eight outings; Durretts now has a 2-5-1 record.            November 2, 1961 
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